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Synopsis

Available in one or two volumes, this accessible, yet rigorous, introduction to the political, social,
and cultural history of China provides a balanced and thoughtful account of the development of
Chinese civilization from its beginnings to the present day.Each volume includes ample illustrations,
a full complement of maps, a chronological table, extensive notes, recommendations for further
reading and an index.Volume 1: From Neolithic Cultures through the Great Qing Empire (10,000
BCE& +1799). Volume 2: From the Great Qing Empire through the People’s Republic of China
(16444 +2009).
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Customer Reviews

A solid, clearly written and up-to-date account of China’s dynastic history, taking note of recent
research, and with attention to cultural developments and economic practice. An accessible read,
even for first-comers to this highly complex subject; this is an excellent introduction to China that
instructors will welcome and students will enjoy. --Michael Loewe, University Lecturer in Chinese
Studies, University of Cambridge 1963-1990; Emeritus Fellow of Clare Hall. Tanner has written an
excellent text on Chinese history which offers a fine balance between the traditional and the
modern. He also charts a good balance between studies of the elite, government, philosophy and
diplomacy and, on the other hand, analyses of ordinary people, economic institutions, social
patterns, and folk religion. The book provides a comprehensive view of Chinese culture, including
developments in literature and the arts. A generous selection of illustrations facilitates
comprehension of and pleasure in the visual arts. Finally, Professor Tanner’s consideration of

Western contact with China and the attendant problems and gains is judicious and informative.



--Morris Rossabi, Distinguished Professor of History, City University of New York . . . . Tanner writes
attractively . . . . He tells many stories of villains and heroes, of tragedy and comedy, of high culture
and coarse humour, of wealth and poverty, of feast and famine, of poignant suffering, all of which
keep the reader’s interest and indeed fascination. It is a heroic tale that he tells and he does this
superbly, rejecting myths and misunderstandings that have beset Western views of a complex

country. --G.R. Batho, The Historical Association Reviews

Harold M. Tanner is Professor of History at the University of North Texas.

This is volume 1 of one of the best short works on the history of China | have encountered. It is
interesting to compare the author’s view of events with those of other historians. Well and clearly
written. An excellent introduction to a very important aspect of human history that is much neglected

in the West.

This book was truly an excellent overview of Chinese history up to about 1800 and I'm looking
forward to reading the second volume. My only complaint is that it was a bit dry, discussion
massacres of thousands of people in the same tone as literary accomplishments. You have to read
it very closely to pick out the drama, of which there has been tons in the history of China. On the
other hand, it tried hard to be very even handed and was quite up front about it. I'm more likely to go

back and read more specific colorful histories now that | have the overall outline of what happened.

Thanks.

Informative easily read first overview for an amateur like me! Can recommend for first time readers

of China history. Just go ahead.

It was very informative, but a bit dry. Reads a lot like a textbook, but all the info you will probably

ever need for an overview of chinese history up to the Qing.

Good intro for people who don’t know much about it. 'm a specialist in Latin American History, and |
think | got to know some of the basics of modern Chinese history through this book. The narrative is
not fascinating. Sometimes it focuses too much on details, names and very specific events rather

than overall trends and a more conceptual approach. There is really very little about economic



history up until after the communist revolution, and even then economic history is deficient. Politics
constitutes a major framework for this survey book, but it does not always fully explain the social
groups and economic forces behind it. Emphasis on China’s self-perception as a declining power in
the late nineteenth to mid-twentieth century. Mao’s era is also only superficially covered. The
dynamics of the cultural revolution are only sketched. Famine is briefly referred to without much
depth. The one-child policy and the problem of population explosion are not even developed. Also,
the mechanisms that led to the explosive economic growth in the last decades are not explained.
Despite all of these issues, | think it gives a good overall impression of the late imperial, republican,
and communist period. It's not easy to include so many things in a survey book. | just wished the

book had a bit more bite to it, it gets dull at times.

it is an overall look at china history , the reason for dynasty to come up and down. it is nice if you
want an overall look . more for somebody that interested in the china overall history , not much of a

story

Great overall history for someone wishing for basic information on the Chinese peoples.
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